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Some brief definitions
● Carceral logics: “Carceral logics” refers to the punishment mindset that 

has crept into nearly every government function, even those seemingly 
removed from prisons. These logics permeate our bodies, minds, and 
actions due to the fact that punishment is so ingrained in our culture. 

● Carceral System: An extensive interconnecting network of both public 
and private institutions and structures designed for imprisonment, 
policing, and surveillance based in policies and practices relying on 
punishment, social control, and criminalization. The carceral system 
includes prisons and jails; immigrant as well as juvenile detention 
centers; the courts, probation and parole programs; law enforcement 
including immigration enforcement agencies; and other types of 
incarceration (e.g. e-carceration; confinement in schools, hospitals, and 
homes). (End Police Violence Collective)



Medicine + Health care has a long history of pathologizing, 
criminalizing and punishing marginalized populations.





The Crisis of Criminalization

...the reality that over 2.2 million people are locked up in the nation’s 
prisons and jails, and 60% are people of color – has emerged as a 
central social justice issue of our time… mass incarceration represents 
the tip of a much larger iceberg – the growing crisis of 
criminalization.  Over 10 million arrests take place annually across the 
country. Four million people are currently on probation, parole or 
otherwise under the control of the criminal legal system without being 
incarcerated. These daunting statistics reflect a growing crisis in the 
United States – not of increasing violent crime, but of an ever-expanding 
web of criminalization.

- From The Crisis of Criminalization: A Call for a Comprehensive Philanthropic Response Written by 
Andrea J. Ritchie and Beth E. Richie

“

”



What are some of the ways criminalization and 
carceral logic shows up in your practice? 

For e.g. 
● “Good/bad” patient narratives
● Non-compliance
● Participation in imposing physical or chemical 

restraints on people without informed consent.

**SHARE EXAMPLES IN THE CHAT BOX!!**



How does criminalization and carceral logic show 
up in healthcare today? 

●  Pregnant people 
●  People who use drugs (PWUD)
●  Parents
●  Migrants
●  LGBTQ+ people
●  Disabled people
●  People in the sex trades
●  Police presence in hospitals



Police presence in hospitals is antithetical to 
medical ethics, patient-centered care, and healing.
  ED examples: 

● 18 y.o. girl who was assaulted came into ED.  Before physicians and 
care team could even get to her, cops came in and interrogated her, 
and accused her of being a prostitute, retraumatizing her.

● 12 year old was sic-ed by cop K-9 dog and got such bad injuries that 
he had to go to operating room. ED doc had to get permission from 
cop to get parents to be able to come be there for him. Otherwise such 
cases are considered to be under police custody and confidential, and 
no parents are allowed.

● RESOURCE: A Medical Provider Toolkit for Protecting Patient Privacy

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/health-justice-alliance/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2021/05/Police-in-the-ED-Medical-Provider-Toolkit.pdf


Police presence in hospitals is antithetical to 
medical ethics, patient-centered care, and healing.



What do the public health experts say?
• “Therefore, APHA recommends moving towards the abolition of carceral 

systems and building in their stead just and equitable structures that advance 
the public’s health by: 

(1) urgently reducing the incarcerated population

(2) divesting from carceral systems and investing in the societal determinants 
of health (e.g., housing, employment)

(3) committing to non-carceral measures for accountability, safety, and 
well-being 

(4) restoring voting rights to formerly and currently incarcerated people; and 
(5) funding research to evaluate policy determinants of exposure to the 
carceral system and proposed alternatives.”

-APHA 2021 Statement on Advancing Public Health Interventions to 
Address the Harms of the Carceral System.



Tip #1: Frame



Tip #2: Name

 

“Let it matter 
what we call a 
thing.”

- Solmaz Sharif



Tip #3:
Analyze 
& Map
Power

(+ histories, 
structures)



Tip #4: 
Take 
collective 
action!

Art by Kah Yangni 
(commissioned by 
@projectnia)
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Tip #4: Organizing works! Take collective action.



Tip #5:  Imagine

“...justice entails crafting and 
imagining the worlds we cannot 
live without just as we 
dismantle the ones we cannot 
live within.”

Dr. Ruha Benjamin, 
Princeton University



Tip #5:  
Imagine
“Social justice is what 
we owe people as human 
beings. Its principles 
enable us not only to 
reform society's 
institutions, but to 
imagine a different kind 
of society altogether.” 
(Roots of Health 
Inequity, NACCHO)

 Art by Micah Bazant
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Resources
• A Medical Provider Toolkit for Protecting Patient Privacy
• http://scholarsforsocialjustice.com/

• Structural Competency movement

• https://whitecoats4blacklives.org/

• https://www.endingpoliceviolence.com/

• https://publichealthawakened.org/

• Read scholars, practitioners and authors like Harriet Washington, Dorothy Roberts, 

Camara Jones, Chandra Ford, Ruha Benjamin.

• https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/03/11/only-people-it-really-affects-are-people-it-hurts/hu

man-rights-consequences#

• https://americanassembly.org/wbi-podcast/black-families-matter-ending-family-regulation

-systems-with-dorothy-roberts-and-lisa-sangoi

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/health-justice-alliance/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2021/05/Police-in-the-ED-Medical-Provider-Toolkit.pdf
http://scholarsforsocialjustice.com/
https://structuralcompetency.org/
https://whitecoats4blacklives.org/
https://www.endingpoliceviolence.com/
https://publichealthawakened.org/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/03/11/only-people-it-really-affects-are-people-it-hurts/human-rights-consequences#
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/03/11/only-people-it-really-affects-are-people-it-hurts/human-rights-consequences#


Q & A



Laws/rules are 
about POWER.



 Overton Windows Shift!


